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Assistant Headteachers: Miss Kathryn Ireland 

                                   Mrs Laura Hemingway


                                   Mrs Jennie Gallagher


Office Manager: Mrs Tracey Clark                                                            e: head@bowerham.lancs.sch.uk

Dear Parents

We are looking for two new Parent Governors to come and join our wonderful Governing Body and work alongside senior leaders to continue to improve and further develop our school.

Being a governor is tremendously rewarding and gives you a real insight into how the school is managed and how decisions are made. You will receive full training in your role, and the rest of our Governing Body will be there to help you understand school information, as well as understand all of the policies and procedures which we have to have in place. Every decision the Governing Body makes, directly impacts on the children in our school to ensure that we provide them with the best education and opportunities possible.

Being a parent governor means you can bring your own experience from life into school and give a parent’s viewpoint on any future changes that might be being discussed. It can also give you something extra in your own life and help to develop your own work and life skills and add something to your own future job prospects.

The time commitment for a governor is to attend 3 Full Governing Body meetings (2 hours) throughout the year as well as joining one of our three committees (1 hour per term). Time will also be needed to read any paperwork ahead of meetings and to attend the training, most of which is now online.

Should you have any further questions about becoming a Parent Governor then please contact Misbah Ashraf via vicechair@bowerham.lancs.sch.uk and we will get back to you as soon as we can.

If you already know you would like to be nominated for one of the roles of Parent Governor, then please complete the attached forms and return them to the School Office by 12 noon on Thursday 24th September 26. Following this, we will then arrange for ballot papers to be issued, unless only two nominations are received in which case an election will not be required.

Thank you for your continued support of our school.
The Governing Body
Further information regarding the role and the ‘legal’ bit:

A. Eligibility

All parents of pupils at the school and parents of children for whom educational or other provision is made on the premises of the school can be nominated as a candidate for a [parent governor election except for:

(a) Elected Members of the Local Education Authority

(b) Anyone paid to work at the school for more than 500 hours in any 12-month period commencing on 1ast August and finishing on 31st July

B. Nomination

(a) Any parent who wants to be nominated must be proposed and seconded by two other parents of pupils at the school using the nomination form below. It should be completed and sent to the returning officer by the date shown below. Please note there can be no extension beyond this time and date.

(b) Candidates should complete the nomination form and the biographical details form as this will be shared with the parent body should voting papers be necessary to help them decide how to use their votes.

C. Parent Governors

(a) The Governing Body of the school has several categories of governor and ‘parent governor’ is one of these categories. All governors carry equal status.

(b) Responsibility rests in the Governing Body as a whole. Individual governors only have responsibility collectively in the Governing Body. To be a governor does not give personal authority.

(c) The term of office for a parent governor is 4 years, and a parent governor does not have to resign if his/her child ceases to be a pupil at the school before that time period ends, though s/he may do so if s/he wishes.

D. Disqualification

Regulations disqualify certain individuals from becoming a governor. This information can be found on https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/become-a-school-governor/. Prospective governors should read this webpage carefully before proceeding with their nomination.

The time frame for nominations and elections:

There is a vacancy for two parent governors on the governing body of our school. They are elected by the parents of pupils at this school to serve a 4-year term of office. The following dates and times will be strictly adhered to as we go through the election process.

1) Nomination forms to be returned to the main office either by hand or by email (officemanager@bowerham.lancs.sch.uk) by 12 noon on Thursday 24th September 2026.
2) Ballot papers to be sent to all parents on Thursday 24th September 2026.
(This will only happen if we have more than 2 nominations)

3) Ballot papers to be returned to the school office by 12 noon on Thursday 8th October 2026.
4) The votes will be counted on the afternoon of Thursday 8th October 2026, and all nominees will be informed of the outcome after this date.

Nomination Form for the role of Parent Governor at 

Bowerham Primary & Nursery School & Baby Unit

	
	NAME (Mr/Mrs etc)
	ADDRESS
	SIGNATURE

	Nominee

(Person being nominated)
	
	
	

	Proposer

(Person recommending the nominee)
	
	
	

	Seconder

(Person agreeing the nomination)
	
	
	


Biographical Details:

Nominees are asked to give some information about themselves, which will help parents to decide whether to vote for them or not. (Maximum 100 words below).

Declaration of Nominee: I am willing to accept nomination and confirm that I am not disqualified from becoming a governor. Should I be elected I agree that if I subsequently become disqualified, I will notify the Clerk to the Governing Body in writing.

Should I be elected, I understand that information on my governorship will be made available to the County Council and to the Department for Education for legal purposes and to support me in my role as a governor.

Signed:………………………

Date:…………………..

Please return this form to the school office by 12:00 noon on Thursday 24th September 2026.
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   Stand tall, reach high, love learning
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The Bowerham School community is proud to nurture aspiration,

       inspire love for life-long learning and prepare children for a changing Society
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