
A guide to Red Rose Letters and 
Sounds

Phonics



How can you support your child at home 
with reading and writing? 

We have put some information together that can be used at 
home to support your child in reading/writing at home. 



Be aware of British Received Pronunciation 

Watch video of how to correctly pronounce 
phonemes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu
7URBc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCI2mu7URBc


Teach children how to write the phonemes



Misconceptions
• di-graph not dia-graph 

• u-e can be ‘oo’ or ‘you’ 

• ough – plough ‘ow’

• ough – thought ‘or’

• er phoneme is pronounced ‘e’ during phase 3, it is later pronounced as ‘er’ in phase 5.

• do not hold children on phase 3 forever, move them on! Phase 3 sounds are recapped in 
phase 5. 

Cluster blends please DO NOT use.

We teach adjacent consonant for example, 

C V C C
b e s t 



Blending hands 
• Oral blending is really important for 

children to hear the phonemes. This is 
moving your hands together slowly 
whist saying a word e.g. ‘ship’. 

• (If children are unable to blend with 
blending (reading) finger then go back to 
oral blending, this comes first)

• Ensure children smooth read the word!



Segmenting 
• Goodbye Robot arms are no longer 

used to support phonics.

• We now use phonics fingers! 

• For younger children (nursery 
phase 1/rec phase 2) adult to use 
phonic fingers to model how to do 
it

• ENSURE hand is facing correct 
way, and do NOT use dominant 
hand as we want children to use 
phonics fingers when writing so 
they can segment and write at the 
same time. Consider left handed 
children and the way your hand is 
facing. 



Which one is which? 
• Phoneme (sound) like picking up a telephone you hear a sound.

• Grapheme (what is looks like written ‘ay’) like a graph you 
would draw/write this.



TEACH 

ay
day

ay
day

Have ‘noisy box’ 

Open box and say the sound ‘ay’ 

Children to repeat, say it in a quiet 
voice, pirate voice… 

This is what it 
looks like. What  
phoneme is it? 
Tell your friend 
what sound it 
is…Ok, lets talk about how we would write it. Model to the 

children… Children can airwrite/quickwrite the sound.

a- Round the anchor and down the rope. 

y- Down the yo-yo, up the yo-yo and swing. 



Phonics 
screening
Children need cover up to week 
17 phase 5 to know the all the 
sounds in the phonics screen 
check. 

Year 1 Phonics Screening check 
takes place in June 

This can be resat for children 
who did not pass in Year 2. 

Children read 40 words, This is 
constructed of 20 real words and 
20 pseudo-words.

The pass mark changes each 
year but is around 32-34. 



Any questions? 

Please do not hesitate to 
ask. 

Thankyou! 


