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Another busy term at Bowerham school, with the School Disco, Easter Bingo, 

STEM fortnight and Bowerham’s got talent, not to mention trips and visitors to 

school.  How do we manage to fit it all in!   

We have all enjoyed this term, despite the cold and wet weather, and are look-

ing forward to the warmer weather of next term, hopefully!  We did enjoy the 

snow though and had fun playing on the field, throwing snowballs and building 

snow people.  











STEM 

 

What a better start to 
the year as we entered 
2023. In March, we expe-
rienced STEM FORT-
NIGHT!!!! 

We took part in this year’s new 
projects that related to sus-
tainable ideas for our future.  

You’re probably thinking what is 
stem fortnight? Well we have 
you covered. STEM Fortnight 
exists to allow pupils access to 
projects and engineers, to con-
sider real life practical challeng-
es and understand the expansive 
link between STEM subjects and 
how we live our daily lives.  It 
covers everything from smart 
phones and food, transport and 
housing, to education and sport.  

 

Let’s move on to what each year 
covered! 

Reception 

This year reception made and 

designed pancakes. 

Year 1 

Year one completed the egg 
drop challenge!!! 

Year 2 

Year 2 made puppets out of re-
cycled materials. 

Year 3 

Year 3 made plant pots for veg-
etables and fruit. 

Year 4 

Year 4 made aesthetically pleas-
ing wind turbines. 

Year 5  

Year 5 used old and recycled 
materials to make essential 
items, like bags etc. 

Year 6 

Year 6 made 3D models of a 
sustainable Lancaster.  

 

The newspaper team hopes 
you enjoyed all your activi-
ties and stem week!!! 

 





Chas Jacobs  

 

Year 1’s Watercolour Paintings 

Year 1 children meet a local artist  

As part of the Year 1 Art curriculum, we have been looking at artwork from lo-

cal artist- Chas Jacobs. We were over the moon when Chas said yes to visiting 

our school. The children worked with Chas all day and developed skills in 

painting with watercolours. Chas sat with the Year 1 children and taught them 

all the skills they needed to know to create a beautiful painting including: 

mixing colours, different perspectives, using a pencil and rubber and exploring 

water colours. Wow, what fun we had! We are grateful for this experience and it 

is definitely is one to remember. Thank-you Chas!  

Creating our own Water Colour Painting  
Our thoughts... 

 “Chas Jacobs is a fantastic artist.” Eva  

“I liked using the water colours to make my 

picture even better!’” William 

“Chas showed us all how to be artists for the 

day!” Giorgio 

“This was the best day of school ever. I loved 

mixing colours on my painting.”  Edie 

 



S.T.E.M Fortnight 

 

Dinosaur Puppets 

The Year 2 children sew dinosaur puppets! 

Throughout STEM Fortnight Year 2 have been completely immersed in all things STEM!. The chil-

dren have absolutely loved learning how to sew different stitches, learning how to thread a nee-

dle, creating their own templates to draw on to fabric, using hot-glue guns and designing their 

puppets. 

First we looked at our problem. We wanted new toys but did not want buy any new materials es-

pecially not plastic. We decided we would make puppets out of recycled materials. We then looked 

at existing puppets to help us generate ideas of our own. Next we sketched and annotated two de-

sign ideas and then used these to create a final design . After that we created a  dinosaur tem-

plate using cardboard. We drew our own designs for this. We then used the template to create the 

shape of our puppets onto fabric. We did this twice and joined the materials using hot glue and 

our new sewing skills. Finally we added mechanisms and details.    

Puppets! 

What have we learnt? 

‘’We have learnt how to sew using different stitches.” Hugo 

“I liked learning how to use a hot glue gun by myself.” Thea 

“I really enjoyed learning how to make a template for drawing onto 

fabric.” Abi 

“We learnt how to design and make puppets by ourselves.”  Phoebe P 

“We learnt how to do back stitch, blanket stitch and running stitch.” 

Nico 

“We used fabric scissors to cut our fabric.” Sebastian 

 “We enjoyed adding details to my puppet including googly eyes, rib-

bon for stripes, cardboard teeth and spikes.” Annabelle and Beatrix 

“I enjoyed making the string mechanism so my puppet could move.” 

Scarlett  



3DM filling their indoor plant-
ers with soil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In STEM Fortnight 2023, 
Year 3 were given the task 
of providing a more cost 
effective way to save mon-
ey in The Cost of Living 
Crisis as well as maintain a 
healthy lifestyle and a 
healthy diet.  

Year 3 decided to make in-
door plants to grow our 
own fruit and vegetables so 
that we could save money 
in The Cost of Living Crisis. 
The whole of Bowerham 
School took part in an as-
sembly, where they discov-
ered what The Cost of Liv-
ing Crisis was, and they al-
so had a competition to see 
who could design and build 
the sturdiest tower, made 
of spaghetti and marshmal-
lows. Mrs Austin and Rayan 
represented Year 3 in the 
competition, however they 
did not come out victorious. 
 
On Monday, the Year 3 
children started to under-
stand what a healthy diet 
was, so that they could 
plan and design indoor 
planters that could support 
this learning. In the days 
following this, year three 
started to create their de-
signs. They drew diagrams 
and annotated these so 

that their plan was very 
clear for their creating 
day. The children used re-
cycled materials that they 
had brought in from home 
to make their designs a re-
ality. These designs closely 
reflected their diagrams. 
Later on, the children eval-
uated their designs and we 
were very proud of them-
selves. “I thought my 
planter was excellent be-
cause it let my plants grow 
and it was cheap to make,” 
noted Oscar. On Friday, 
the children were very ex-
cited to use their indoor 
planters and put soil, com-
post and seeds into their 
designs. The children could 
choose from cucumber 
seeds, carrot seeds, cour-
gette seeds, runner bean 
seeds, or leek seeds. The 
children were very excited 
to take their planters 
home and hoped they would 
grow quickly! “Mine hasn’t 
stated to grow yet!” Ex-
claimed Hugo. Lots of the 
other children were also 
waiting to see their plants 
grow at home. 

On Tuesday 14th of March, 
Year 3 travelled on foot, 
through the wind, rain and 
snow to Claver Hill, an al-
lotment in Lancaster. The 
children were very excited 
even though they had to 
withstand the inclement 
weather! “It was freezing!” 
Shivered Zeke. Fortunate-
ly, when they arrived, the 
weather improved and the 
children met the site su-

pervisor. Then the children 
split into 3 groups to ob-
serve the plants and vege-
tables in the poly-tunnels. 
Year 3 were given lots of 
seeds to plant and take 
home. These were beans, 
peas, salad and spinach 
seeds and the children 
placed them carefully in 
cardboard tubes and plas-
tic tubs. The site manager, 
Steve, kindly dropped 
round the plants later that 
very same day! “It was re-
ally fun! It was my first 
time at the allotments,” 
shared Miles. 
 
On reflection from STEM 
Fortnight, making indoor 
plants is a much better 
source of healthy foods in 
a cost of living crisis! Year 
3 saved lots of money and 
time by designing, creating 
and planting their own in-
door planter designs. Are 
you interested in this ven-
ture to combat The Cost of 
Living Crisis and be a 
healthy eater. 

 

3AO measuring soil to put in their 
indoor planters. 

PERFECT PLANTASTIC PLANTER PRODUCTS           
Year 3 



An Electrifying Time! 

 

Year 4 investigated electricity 

During STEM fort-
night, Year 4 looked 
at electricity; how it 
is made, how to make 
circuits, conductors 
and insulators and 
designed and made 
wind turbines.  As 
well as this, we made 
e-books, phew we 
were exhausted!! 

We started the fortnight 
by looking at electrical 
circuits and making some 
of our own.  We learned 
that we need to make a 

complete 
circuit for 
the elec-
tricity to 
flow, like in 
the dia-
gram here. 

We then went on to make 
switches so that we could 
control the flow of the 
electricity, because we 
don’t want to have our ap-
pliances on all the time, 
that would be wasteful! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I found circuits fascinat-
ing.” reported Louis from 
4UE.  “We need switches 
so we don’t have high en-
ergy bills.” said Jack from 
4RD. 

We then carried out an 
investigation on which ma-
terials make good electri-
cal insulators (something 
that doesn’t let electricity 
flow through it) and those 
which make good electrical 
conductors (materials 
which allow electricity to 
flow through them.)  
“Metal allows electricity 
to go through it but plas-
tic doesn't because it’s an 
insulator.” said Ben from 
4RD. 

“We made e-books on 
what we had learned and 
on saving electricity.” Re-
ported Lily from 4RD.  “I 
really enjoyed making e-
books.” said Ivy from 4UE. 

We are now waiting to 
share our amazing e-books 
with the children in Year 
3. 

Finally, we looked at re-
newable sources of elec-
tricity and at how wind 
turbines work.  We did 
lots of research and de-
signed our own which were 
attractive to look at and 
would deter birds from 

going near them.  Isaac 
from 4RD found out that 
if they are black and 
white, birds will avoid 
them.  We built our own 
wind turbines using what 
we had learned, however, 
sadly, we couldn’t get 
enough wind power to gen-
erate electricity to power 
our lightbulbs.   

 

 

“Maybe we could have 
made the wind turbine 
lighter.” said Ivy from 
4UE.  “Maybe we should 
have made the blades 
longer.” said Paddy from 
4RD. “Maybe we could 
have put the blades more 
evenly on the turbine.” 
said Sky from 4RD. 

Despite this, we all en-
joyed STEM fortnight and 
learned lots. “We had a 
blast!” said Year 4. 



Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 

 

Year 5 upcycled materials to 
create new things from old. 

During STEM fort-
night, Year 5 used 
unwanted material 
and clothing to cre-
ate bears, blankets 
and bags. Throughout 
the two weeks, Year 
5 filled out a STEM 
rortnight booklet 
which had all of their 
ideas and designs in. 

 

Year 5 started STEM 
fortnight by looking at 
the cost of living cri-
sis and thinking about 
things we could do to 
help save money. We 
decided that reusing 
old and unwanted 
clothing would save 
money and be better 
for the environment 
because you are using 
things that you have 
already bought and 
don’t have to spend 
money on new prod-
ucts.  This means that 

fewer new products 
will be needed, which 
reduces production 
costs. 

 

We investigated exist-
ing products and eval-
uated the design, du-
rability and whether 
they were fit for pur-
pose. Following this, 
we  chose which prod-
uct each of us would 
make. 

 

Before we could make 
our product, we had to 
learn different sewing 

techniques: back-
stitch, over 

stitch, blanket 
stitch, running stitch 
and how to sew on a 
button.   

 

We made a mood 
board where we 
brought all of our 

ideas together. We 
stuck pictures of ex-
isting products we 
liked and samples of 
material. “The mood 
board was fun, we got 
to design and draw 
ideas!” Dougie in 5NM 
exclaimed! 

 

 

 

 



Sustainability Is On The Loose 

 

Yr6 investigated how to reduce the impact of the cost 
of living crisis. 

During STEM fort-
night, Year 6 looked 
at how to make Lan-
caster a sustainable 
city. 

We started the fortnight 
by researching about what  
currently takes place in 
Lancaster; we split up into 
pairs on our tables to do 
the research about Lan-
caster. The four main sub-
jects we were focusing on 
were energy, food, 
transport and nature.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We designed many dia-
grams and turned them 
into exquisite exploded 
diagrams.  

We each made 3 designs 
and exploded diagrams.  
We all completed a Lifing 
document in our project 
booklets. Over the next 
few days we got all the 
paint, cardboard and loads 
more materials out of the 
cupboards. Our classroom 
went wild! “Making designs 
sparked my inner self” 
said Esme in 6LB. “It was 
so fun!” reported Jude 
from 6NH. “I knew over 
the fortnight our class-
rooms would get messy!” 
Juliet from 6LB quoted. 
“When you put your mind 
to it anything is possible!” 
said Amelia in 6LB. We all 
got together on our tables 
and discussed what is al-
ready in place and what 
could be put in place; we 
discussed placing more eco 
friendly things: allot-
ments, green houses, and 
to encourage people to use 
more electric cars to help 
save our world! 

 

 

Many people liked how 
their designs turned out 
because of how it looked, 
the sturdiness and how it 
looked just like their de-
sign. 





Just For Fun—EYFS 



Just For Fun—KS1 



Just For Fun—LKS2 



Just For Fun—UKS2 


